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When faculty started asking for a way to use online video to help 

stimulate student engagement and collaboration, the university 

initially created its own homegrown solution. This solution was 

successful and grew organically with demand, but quickly became 

cost prohibitive due to the increasing storage and maintenance 

requirements of managing user-created content. Purdue realized 

a more scalable solution would be better for the school’s long-

term needs.

During a meeting of the Committee on Institutional Cooperation 

(CIC), a coalition made up of member universities from the Big 

10 Conference, Purdue learned of Kaltura. Kaltura is an open 

source online video platform that allows faculty and students 

to create, edit and upload videos with a click of a button. Once 

the videos are uploaded to the cloud-based platform, they can 

be viewed from any device in any location.

“We had an urgent need for a streaming media solution that 

could be easily deployed throughout the university,” said Donalee 

Attardo, Director of the Institutional Development Center at 

Purdue. “Kaltura met all of our needs, was cost efficient, and 

worked well within Blackboard Learn™.”

Purdue University
PREPARING STUDENTS FOR THE NEXT 
PHASE IN VIDEO COMMUNICATIONS
Purdue University, located in West Lafayette, Indiana, has been serving 

students for more than 140 years. Known for its innovative research 

and forward thinking faculty, Purdue stays on the leading edge of 

education by leveraging technology in new and thought-provoking 

ways for both distance learning and traditional classroom environments.
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Purdue installed the Kaltura Video Building Block as part 

of a six-month pilot and asked key stakeholders and 

video power users to give Kaltura a try. “The response 

was unanimous – everyone found Kaltura to be easy to 

use and said it offered more flexibility and features than 

our previous solution,” said Attardo.

When the pilot ended in the fall of 2012, Purdue made 

Kaltura available campus-wide. “At the same time, we 

were moving everyone over to Blackboard Learn, so we 

included Kaltura in the Blackboard educational materials,” 

said Attardo. “We were informed by faculty that Kaltura 

was very intuitive and easy to learn. My department has 

had to do very little training on Kaltura – it just quietly 

runs in the background.”

Professor Larry Nies of the School of Civil Engineering 

was an early adopter of Kaltura. “I started using it in the 

spring of 2012 during the pilot,” said Nies. “As soon as 

I used Kaltura, it made sense.”

Nies uses Kaltura in his distance learning and traditional 

classes to add video clips to his lectures. He first records 

a lecture in his office, narrating over PowerPoint® slides, 

and then adds in video to help students better understand 

the topic. “There is a lot of great video content out there 

that can help get a point across to my students,” said 

Nies. “I could lecture for 20 minutes, or show a three 

minute video and get more attention from the students.”

Professor Nies also has students work in groups to create 

their own video project at the end of the semester. 

“Communication skills are very important for engineers,” 

said Nies. “In the near future, video communications 

will play a vital role in creating bid packages to send to 

potential clients. My students must know how to effectively 

use video to help win business for their future employers.”

For Professor Robin Shay, Kaltura has been transformational. 

As a deaf professor teaching American Sign Language 

(ASL) within the department of Speech, Language and 

Hearing Sciences, Shay has found that Kaltura saves 

her a lot of time and allows her to communicate more 

frequently with her students.

“With Kaltura, I now have the ability to continue using 

sign language with my students outside of the classroom 

to assign projects, collaborate and administer exams,” 

wrote Shay. When administering an exam before, Shay 

had to stand in front of the class and sign each question 

in ASL. Students then had to write their answers on 

paper. “I couldn’t proceed until all of the students were 

ready to move to the next question,” wrote Shay. “Now, 

I produce an online exam with a very short video of me 

signing each question and the students must click on 

the appropriate multiple-choice answer.” This allows her 

students to take the exam at their own pace outside of 

class, providing more time in class to cover other topics.

Video is also important for assignments as well. Shay 

assigns projects by creating a video with Kaltura and then 

uploads it into the Blackboard Learn instance. Students 

then must complete the assignment by creating their 

own video, signing in ASL in front of a webcam. Students 

then upload their videos for professor Shay to review. 

“The students say they really like the video assignments 

and tests,” wrote Shay. “Before, they had to study ASL 

signs from two-dimensional drawings in books, but now 

they have the opportunity to review and practice signing 

along with the videos.”

The future seems bright for Kaltura and Purdue. “Since we 

are still in our first semester of using Kaltura campus-wide, 

we are just beginning to understand the full capabilities 

of the solution,” said Attardo. “But Kaltura is already 

being used by a lot of people and is filling a vital need 

as Purdue continues to grow.”


